REGILDING THE CRESCENT
eh ?   Well, the day he leaves the school I make
him a full colonel.    Now do you understand ?"
The secretary did understand, for the policy
was as old as Hamid's reign.
. As an instance of the ex-Sultan's cruelty, the
writer had a curious story from an ex-agent of
police, which, without vouching for its truth, he
gives only for what it is worth, but much
stranger stories of him are believed in that
amazing country. It seems that a gang of
workmen were summoned from a distant quarter
of the city to dig a hiding-place in the grounds
of Yildiz in which Abd-ul-Hamid desired to
bury some treasure or ammunition unknown to
others. The work was satisfactorily done under
his own eyes, and he then had a good meal
provided for the men. Then, in a freak of his
fiendish humour, he ordered double pay and had
the money handed to them on the spot. They
never spent it. A few minutes later they were
mustered in another part of the grounds and
filed into an outhouse, the flooring of which
suddenly gave way beneath them. Thus they
died, and the secret went with them. Whether
there is any truth in this gruesome story or not,
the ex-Sultan certainly had a mania for hiding
both valuables and ammunition in the precincts
oT the palace. Early in 1909 a number of rifles
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